
More about Clifton… 

 

The School served for many years of a focus for the Clifton community and its history reflects the 

lives of that community, and particularly those associated with the mine.  This is well illustrated by 

the 2021 publication for the school, marking 110 years since its construction.  The notes which 

follow are from the author Dawn Crowther. 

 

 

Clifton School of Arts stands on Dharawal Country, the Traditional Homelands of the 

WodiWodi People. I pay my respects to the First Nations People of this Country.  

 

Clifton School of Arts 1911-1921 ‘Chronicles from Clifton’ is a companion issue to Clifton 

School of Arts 1911-2011 ‘Cornerstone of a Village’ published in 2011 to record the history 

of Clifton and its association with the local heritage listed Clifton School of Arts (CSA). 
 

The CSA has now stood at the corner of Lawrence Hargrave Drive and Clifton School Parade, 

Clifton NSW for 110 years. 

 

The original research for that book unearthed many newspaper items that were not included in 

the first edition.  In the ten years since that edition, new material has been unearthed and more 



history created.  This book deals with many of those always important and often interesting 

stories.  When I was asked to write a new edition to commemorate the 110th Anniversary in 

2021, I realised that 2021 also commemorates 30 years since Coalcliff Colliery ceased 

production and finally closed down in 1992, so this book will acknowledge stories from those 

who worked at the mine. 

 

Research for this project has produced excellent books that cover the history of mining in the 

Illawarra. Many of these diligently record the mining production figures, the numerous 

strikes and the social consequences of repeated union intervention. Such information has not 

been included in this edition.  

 

Personally, in writing this book I gained more insight into the conditions under which my 

childhood neighbours, stepfather, Ray Monagle and my maternal uncles George and Ron 

Draper faced every day of their mine working life. The dangers really did not hit home with 

me until the 13th of April 1967 when my Uncle George died in Coalcliff Colliery. 

 

The generous miners who contributed their stories spoke of the many accidents, sometimes 

fatal, but did not wish to dwell on those events. I fully understand and respect that.  I believe 

their stories accentuate the camaraderie needed to survive in the mining industry even today.  

 

I was compelled on occasion to edit and correct the miners’ stories but on the whole they are 

just as submitted/related to me.  I am delighted to find that many of the miners I interviewed 

have gone on to write their own family stories. 

 

The miners’ stories are interspersed with contributions from past residents of Clifton who did 

not get to tell their stories in the original book and I have also included 1886 diary notes 

from my great grandfather Frederick William Draper senior
i
 who recorded happenings in 

Clifton and at the Jetty Mine. 

 

Clifton School of Arts stands on land donated by the Coalcliff Colliery and transferred to the 

community of Clifton in 1911. The original CSA Trustees, were Harold (Harry) Caiger
ii
 

(local storekeeper and JP) and Patrick Joseph (Joe) Carrick
iii

, then Manager of Coalcliff 

Colliery. 

Original Clifton School of Arts Trustees. 

                   Harold Caiger.                                                                 Patrick Joseph Carrick 



 

The Trusteeship of the property today is under Clifton School of Arts Inc., which ensures all 

members of this Association are trustees.  All proceeds from this book will go to Clifton 

School of Arts Inc. 

 

Dawn Crowther (nee Monagle) 

 

Main road Clifton prior to 1911. Shows single storey hotel in background,  

Clifton Inn on right and empty ground where CSA stands today.  

 

For copies of this publication:  (mob) 0402 684 070 
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